
GED® 2014: The New G.E.D. Test and You 

There are over one million people in New York City without a high school 

diploma or the equivalent.  Are you one of them?  If you are, there a few things 

you should know about.  In 2014, the G.E.D. test will be going through 

tremendous changes.  

 The ownership of the GED®   test has changed.  It was owned by a non-profit 

organization, the American Council on Education.  The GED® Testing Service is 

now a for-profit entity, having merged with by Pearson, an international, for-profit 

corporation. 

 The new GED® test to be introduced in 2014 will be much more difficult than the 

present one.  Among the changes:   

o Test-takers will have to write two essays 
o You will need to know much more about science and social studies 
o The math section may include more advanced topics than those currently 

found on the test – including advanced algebra and statistics.  You will also 
need a deeper understanding of all mathematical content. 
 

 Beginning in 2014, you will have to take the GED® exam on a computer. 

 If you have passed some sections of the GED® test, your scores will not carry over 

to the new exam.  If there are any sections you have already passed, you will have 

to pass them again after 2014.    

 Up until now, the New York State Department of Education covered the cost of 

GED® testing.  Beginning in 2014, the GED® test will more expensive for New 

York State than it is now.  New York State may not be able to cover the cost when 

the test becomes more expensive.  This may result in many fewer opportunities for 

people to take the test.   

 
You may find these changes troubling.  You are not alone in your concerns.  But 

don’t worry.  There is still time to act and there are places to go for support.   The 

information in the next few pages will explain more about what is going on and 

help you understand what your options are. 



This is what a 

high school 

equivalency 

diploma looks 

like.  This is 

what you earn 

when you pass 

the GED® 

exam.  Note 

that it does 

not say GED® 

anywhere on 

the diploma 

The New GED® Test and You….Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the GED® test?   When and why did GED® testing begin?                 

At the request of the military, the GED® tests were first developed in 1942 to help returning World War II 

veterans finish their high school studies and get jobs or go to college after being at war.  The GED®  tests first 

became available to non-military civilians in 1947 when the State of New York implemented a program to award 

a high school diploma to those who passed.   

What does “G.E.D.” stand for?               

G.E.D.  stands for ―General Educational Development.‖  The General Educational Development tests are designed 

to measure the skills and knowledge similar to a high school course of study. 

GED® or Diploma?  What’s the difference? 

People always say ―I want to get my 

GED®.‖   But when you pass the GED® 

test, you don’t really ―get your GED®‖.  

Passing the test entitles you to a high 

school equivalency diploma issued by the 

New York State Education Department.  

This diploma certifies that you have the 

skills and knowledge equal to a 

graduating high school senior.  It makes 

you eligible to apply for college and for 

many jobs. 

Who makes the GED® test?                     

Until recently, the GED® test was developed by the staff of the General Educational Development Testing 

Services (GEDTS), a division of the American Council of Education (ACE), located in Washington, D.C.   The 

GED® Testing Service was a nonprofit organization.    

Who owns the GED® Testing Service now?                    

In 2011, the GED® Testing service merged with Pearson, a for-profit corporation.  Pearson produces educational 

materials and services, such as textbooks and tests, and can be found in more than 70 countries worldwide. 

Why is there a new GED® Test coming out?             

Every so often, the GED ® Testing Service updates the GED® exam.  The first GED® exam was in 1942.  Since 

then the exam has been updated three times – in 1978, 1988 and 2002.  A new update was scheduled for 2012, but 

then it was postponed because of some big changes in the field of education. 



Policymakers across the country say we need to raise educational standards.   A standard is like a target that says 

what a student must know and be able to do at a certain level.  A set of standards were released in 2010 called the 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS).  The CCSS covers kindergarten through 12th grade.  The makers of the 

Common Core Standards say that the CCCS will help students be ―career and college ready‖ when they graduate 

from high school.  The Common Core standards are higher than the standards that existed before.  If you have 

children and want to find out more about these changes in P-12 education, talk to the teachers and parent 

coordinators at your children’s school. 

According to the GED Testing Service, they wanted to change more than just the content of the GED ® test.  

They say they were developing new standards for the GED® exam when the Common Core State Standards came 

out.  The GED® Testing Service decided that they could not make the changes they wanted on their own.  So, the 

GED ® Testing Service, which was formerly a nonprofit agency, joined with Pearson in order to have the funding 

they needed to create the new GED ® test.  There is still a lot that we don’t know about how the decision was 

made to make the GED® Testing Service a for-profit entity. 

What difference does it make if the GED® test is owned by a nonprofit agency or a for-profit corporation? 

Corporations exist to make a profit.  One result of the merger between GED® Testing Service and Pearson is that 

the new test which will likely be more expensive (we’ll say more this later).  Another result will be that the 

GED® test won’t just be a test anymore.  The GED® Testing Service, merged with Pearson, will create ―a national 

test preparation program‖ called the ―GED® 21st Century Initiative‖.  This will possibly include on-line 

instruction, workbooks, and tests that tell you whether you are ready for the GED® test or not.  It is likely that 

many of these services will not be free.  The GED Testing Service has already started charging test-takers to see 

practice GED questions.  The GED® test has historically been a gateway to college and better employment 

opportunities for countless out of school youth and adults.  The keys to that gateway are now controlled by a for-

profit organization. 

What will the new GED® test be like?  When will the old GED® test change to the new one? 

According to the GED® Testing Service website, the new GED® test will begin in January, 2014.   

The new test will be different from the old one in a number of important ways:  

GED® 2002 GED ® 2014 

5 subject area tests: Math Science, Social 

Studies, Writing, Literature 

4 subject area tests: Math, Science, Social Studies, Reasoning 

through Language Arts 

The test is primarily a reading test.  If you are 

unfamiliar with the content of the science, 

social studies and literature sections, you can 

still succeed if you are a strong and fluent 

reader. 

In addition to being a strong and fluent reader, a test-taker 

will need to have knowledge of specific areas of science and 

U.S. history.  This change will likely mean that most 

students will need to spend more time in GED® preparation 

classes. 



GED® 2002 GED ® 2014 

This is a paper and pencil test You will have to take this test on computer (There is more 

information on this below) 

There is one 45-minute essay in the Writing 

section. 

There are 2 essays.  There is a 45 minute essay in the Literacy 

section and a 25-minute essay in the Social Studies section.  

The text is almost entirely multiple-choice.  

There are also ten questions in the math section 

where you have to ―bubble‖ in your answers.  In 

addition, there is an essay, which you write by 

hand. 

There will be several different ways to mark your answers 

(all on a computer).  Here are some examples: 

Fill in the blank (In some cases, test-takers will have to come 

up with an answer on their own.  In other cases, a drop-

down menu will provide choices and test-takers will have to 

decide which one best fits the blank). 

Drag-and-drop (Where test-takers move small images, 

words or numerical expressions to the appropriate spot on 

the computer screen) 

Short Answer (Test-takers will have to answer one or more 

questions in a brief written paragraph.  This will be used 

primarily on the Science Test.  On the Math Test, test-takers 

may have to type a paragraph to explain their mathematical 

thinking.)  

What are some of the other important changes to the GED® test? 

The test is computerized:                    

One of the most important changes to the GED® test is that it will no longer be a paper and pencil test.  

Beginning in 2014, the GED® test will only be offered through Pearson-approved test centers, and you will only 

be able to take it on a computer.  The only exception would be for students who have diagnosed learning 

disabilities who can prove that they need to take the test using paper and pencil.  Please note, the new GED ® 

test will be on computer, but it will not be on-line. 

Expense:                        

Did you know that New York State is one of the only states in the country that prohibits charging students for 

the GED® test?  In most other states, students who wish to take the GED® test have to pay a fee.  The fee varies, 

but students must always pay something. 

In the past, it has cost New York State about $60 each time a student took a GED® test.  But it is estimated that 

the new GED® test coming out in 2014 will be more expensive.  Fewer students—potentially a lot fewer—will 

be able to take the new GED® test. 



How can I find out more about the new GED® test?                

The GED® Testing Service has its own website.  Go to GEDTS.org. 

What can I do if I still want to get my high school equivalency diploma?                 

If you are close to passing the test, sign up to take it. The 2002 GED ® test will still be available until January, 

2014.  If you think you are close to being able to pass the GED® test, you should make preparations to study 

intensively for the next six months or so, and then take the test. 

If you are interested in finding a high-quality and free GED® preparation program near you, go to the GED 
Compass website (www.GEDcompass.org).  Also, please take this information back to your communities.  Talk 

about the changes to the GED® test with your friends, family, partner, spouse, neighbors, children and parents. 

What about me?  I already took the GED® test and failed it.                     

If you took the actual GED® exam between 2002 and today, but have not passed it, here are some facts for you to 

consider.   To pass the GED® test, you need to score a 410 or higher in each of the five subjects and a total score of 

2250 or higher.  Many test-takers take the exam several times before meeting both requirements for earning their 

diploma. The GED Testing Service counts the highest score you have in each subject.  Once you pass a subject, 

you no longer need to pass it again.  Let’s say you took the GED® and passed the Science, Social Studies and 

Literature Tests.  That means, you only need to pass the Writing and Math tests, and to have a total of 2250 or 

higher.  Once the new GED® exam is released in 2014, any prior GED® test scores you have will be erased.  That 

means you will have to re-take and pass every subject, including any you may have already passed.  This is 

another reason why it is important for you to think about re-taking the GED® exam if you are close to passing.   

How do I know if I am close to passing?                     

You used to be able to find sample GED® questions for free at the American Council on Education website.  

Sample questions are still available through the GED Testing Service website, but now that the GED Testing 

Service is for-profit, there are only 10 free sample questions – 2 for each content area.  If you want to see more, it 

now costs $10 to look at a practice test for each subject.  That’s $50 to look at all five subjects of a GED® practice 

test.  The practice tests are only available on-line and require a credit card for purchase.  If you want to look at 

the few free sample questions, go to http://www.gedtestingservice.com/testers/sample-questions.  Don’t worry; 

there are other free options available to you!   

If you are in a program, you can ask your teacher or program director if you are close.  You will be given a GED® 
practice test if they think you are ready. 

If you are not in a program, you can find a free program near you at www.GEDcompass.org.  Free programs will 

be able help you figure out if you are close to passing or not.   

You can take a free GED practice test online at 4tests.com.    If you want to sign up to take the GED® test in New 

York City, you can do this at the GED Compass website (www.GEDcompass.org).   

http://www.gedcompass.org/
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/testers/sample-questions
http://www.gedcompass.org/


What if I’m not close to passing?                      

If you are not close to passing the GED® test, and you are in a program, you should continue to study.  If you are 

not in a program, you should consider going to the GED Compass website (see above) and signing up for a free 

program that works with your schedule.  Students in GED preparation programs do better on the GED exam 

than students who are not enrolled in a program. 

 

What else do I need to know?                 

The New York State Department of Education is working on developing alternatives to the GED® test.  In the 

future, there may be other tests people can take to earn a high school equivalency diploma.  Decisions will be 

made in the next year or so about other ways that students can earn a high school equivalency diploma.    

 

What can I do if I am not happy about these changes? 

If you are upset about the changes to the GED® test, you are not alone.  The changes in the GED® test that have 

been described above will affect many students.  Many of these students are low-income adults who have been 

counting on a high school equivalency for access to college, jobs, or job training that will better their lives.   

If you would like to add your voice to the voices of other students and adult educators who are protesting these 

changes, there are a number of ways you can get involved.  See the Action! Sheet for suggestions. 

 
 

 

 

 


